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Interview Ginny Baker 
Ginny describes the building, when it was a school for the Blind
Starting at the current entrance area.
There was a Shop with a door on St David’s Hill where they sold the baskets and weaving done by the pupils at the blind school, also knitting ie socks and scarves
There was another door to a cloakroom and Store Room.
The current Café was the cloakroom it was absolutely enormous.
The outside Tea Room area had outside loos and the staff loo had scented soap. Staff bikes were stored there. Where the current inside loos now are was the staff dining room, which was also large.   
The Headmasters Dining Room was opposite the Kitchens in what we call the Therapy Room. The Kitchens were in the disabled loo area and in part of the Northernhay Room. In the area in which the staff currently have their office was the Matrons Office and behind her office there was a servery where there was a little stove and a sink and staff made their  hot drinks.
The St David’s Room was a sewing Room, the school employed staff to mend the sheets and do the sewing.

Inside the Entrance Hall was a little vestibule with chairs and magazines. It was where you formerly waited for your parents or the parents waited to see the head teacher. There was a maid to answer the door when the doorbell rang. The door was always open and it was always cold in winter.
Ginny says doors where doors never used to be doors so many doors,
The Dining Room was where the Haldon Room is now. There was a door to the Junior boys day room.(Our Dinham Room)
In the Junior Boys dayroom there was a snooker table and a tuck shop. The décor was dark brown wood panelling and all the shutters were brown. Boys often raided the pantry in the kitchen. If pupils did not behave themselves they were made to stand outside the Dinham Room (by the entrance to the Northernhay room.) Ginny noticed part of a window had been boxed in in the Dinham.
There were stairs in the Dinham Room by the tuck shop where the cupboard now is.
The Boys senior dayroom was located in the Northernhay Room, where they had a piano and a table tennis table
The Room was much smaller as the end by the new children’s toilets had a store for dishes, tinned foods and other items and also part of the kitchen in it.
The Rougemont Room was half a staff bedroom and the other half a staff sitting room. There was an entrance to the girls senior dayroom, which was in the Pennisula Initiative Room.
Where farms for city children have their office  was an infants classroom.
Ginny can remember that they used to line up to go out by the door to the garden by PI and FFCC.
Big girls taking care of the little girls.
Going back in the direction of the Rougemont Room, Ginny said there was a Piano in the corner by the Ballroom wooden stairs. Ginny noticed the original hand rails were still in place on the stairs on route to the Ballroom.
There was a stairway down to the cloakrooms, which Ginny said had gone.
In the Ballroom Ginny said that there was plain brown lino, cream paint, and dark wood panels and shutters. Everywhere was pristine - the Blind school employed cleaners. The Ballroom was the senior girls dormitory. A lovely old fireplace has been covered up. It was on the left, as you go in from the Cowick Room end. Ginny’s Bed was by the opposite middle window. The windows were exactly as they are. The bed was an iron bedstead with lockers on each side. Everyday they had to shake the mats, dust floors and furniture.
 There were Fitted Wardrobes where the screen for the Projector is.
The stage was a staff bedroom, the radio went off at 7am every morning waking them up. There were Bathrooms along the side of the stage beyond that washrooms and doors. 
They were not allowed out the door by the projector as that lead to the head masters area and the Heavitree was his office called the Boardroom. This is where you went to get the cane. He shared his office with his secretary and the Isca Room was his sitting room where he had a coal fire.
The Richmond Room was the Boys side of the building.
Upstairs the Art Room was divided in two, the first half was the Girls Junior dormitory behind it was the intermediate girls dormitory. Ginny was amazed to see the old chest of drawers was still there. She saw the clothes presses (The white cupboards) and said they used to be brown wood. There were six beds and the girls were about 8 and a half to 11 years. 
The chimney had a stove in it to heat each side there was a glass partition between the two dormitories.
The intermediate girls were 11-13yrs (at 13 they went to the senior) there was one toilet and three sinks in the bathroom, at the end. (The toilet has fallen down during the re-furbishment)
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the room over FFCC was a dormitory for infants, Ginny slept there. There was a tiled fireplace, which was never used. 
Ginny remembered that children had to walk outside between rooms where possible and were only allowed inside the building when it was raining.
Upstairs in the top floor un-refurbished area there were 4 staff bedrooms a surgery with a sickbay with a gas ring for making drinks. Down a few stairs there was a sewing room for uniform repairs. Then it was upstairs again to the boys senior dormitory.  They used to dream the stairs were made of chocolate when they were cold and hungry and called them the chocolate stairs. This was because they were painted brown and cream like chocolate.

