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I came three months ago to Exeter, looking for a job, didn’t find something so am moving to London next week. Came here because I had friends here, and needed to spend some time in the UK to familiarise myself with the culture. I’m Greek. It was the first place I moved to in Britain. 

What are your impressions?
It’s really beautiful. Quiet and at the same time busy, not like crazy, but nice, beautiful. I live at the other side, and started working here a month and a half ago. It’s a really safe area. Talking to my friends, they also feel really safe. Even at home I was afraid to go from my car to the door, and here I working till 3am and feel very safe, so it’s really nice. There is a bit of green, really close to the centre and the shopping, but far from the crowds.

If you were to be here longer, what things would you change or like to see improve?
Difficult question because I haven’t been here so long. I don’t know. I don’t think so. I’m still adapting, so… even the housing, I changed two houses, and don’t know if I’m lucky, but both were new and in good condition.

What’s the most important feature of a happy community?
I prefer a place to have lots of events, interactions between people, cultural and sports in a community. When I’m going to a place I’m generally checking these things, to see if they are organised. Getting people to know about events and sports is a good thing.

Is there good stuff here?
As far as I know, or saw this last month, and I’m here today. So there seem to be different events. The classes, like yoga or martial arts…

How could the residents feel more connected to the building? Or their neighbours?
So, what needs to be done to feel connected, you mean? I feel the connection is good. I don’t know many people, but there are people interacting every day, who know each other and seem happy.

What would you like to see happen in the future?
It would be good, as soon as the building is finished and becomes more accessible, to promote the Community Centre’s facilities outside Exeter, to attract more people from outside Exeter. To become more well known and in this way St David’s and Exeter promotes itself outside, which would be good for the community, to attract different people and events. Maybe more children.

Your happiest memory of living here?
Every day is so different. In the beginning everything, everyday, I was doing something new, so no happiest moments, but my time here was really great, so nothing specific, but generally it was good, and different for me.
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