PPF JENNY

Past memories of the area and the building, and how they’ve changed…

How long have you lived here?
I used to work at Shirehampton House, two doors up, on the other side of the school, from 1997-2004 when it became offices. Now it’s houses. So I was up and down all the time. I also looked round this building when I ran courses for WEA (Workers Education Association). And I also came here when we were opening a school and it was a prospective site, when it was a shell and there was nothing to it, really. I’m now working here temporarily.

Your impressions of the area?
It’s great, the building I worked in was an old manor house and got left to the Trust when an old lady died. It isn’t here now, but there was a beautiful garden, an orchard out the back with cider apples, and it was a really nice place to sit. The garden here now is great. I lived in St Thomas so walked along by the bottom of the cemetery. I think it’s all very green. Although it probably isn’t, but it seems very green! I worked for Love Local Food, and the mobile shop comes to Bystock Terrace… there’s an Indian tree there that has these amazing seed pods on it. 

The redevelopment of the community centre has been amazing. The thing I remember when I was with WEA, it was really dark, although nice, but it always felt there was no light, that’s a huge change. It’s amazing working in here now, and having seen it when all the building work was being done. When you used to walk in through the bottom door, which is no longer used, there was a foyer with stairs, and it was really Victorian and dark. So that’s a big difference. For us it’s been a brilliant resource. We’re using this as our office space as we don’t have buildings ready where we are (new school). The service has been brilliant; Kevin finds us rooms at short notice. Doing everything right. Amazing.

How could residents feel more connected?
Living in St Thomas, there’s just begun this community movement, with a festival, and one of the thing I’ve noticed is that things like – and it would be good here – community feasts or little festivals… There was one in St Thomas run by Love Local Food, using rescued food and made this amazing feast and people came from all over – not just alternative types. And I noticed working on the mobile shop that old people would like to go somewhere for a meal once a week, or just go somewhere for a chat or a coffee. I’ve noticed that the café has really picked up, with people just dropping in, not just people working in the centre, I now see students from the Globe drop in… and the garden is great. The transformation in the last six months has been incredible. My daughter was in the café earlier on, and was here yesterday, and she said, ‘Mum, there’s a mulberry tree!’ And they were eating them! When we visited with Kelvin last spring, there was nothing standing in the garden but that tree.
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